
Inverness High School News      

January 2017 

Volume 14 Issue 03 – available in colour on the school website 
 

 

 

    

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reminders:  

A full list of holidays and 

in-service closures is 

available online at 

www.highland.gov.uk. 

We do rely on parents to 

inform us about any 

allergies and medical 

conditions pupils have. 

Please inform the school if 

we don’t already know of 

any condition. 

We would also appreciate 

parents keeping us up to 

date with address 

changes, telephone 

number changes and 

changes to emergency 

contacts. 

____________________ 

Dates for your diary: 

Monday, 30th January – 
Options Information 
Evening for parents of 
S2, S3, S4 and S5 

Monday, 20th February 
and Tuesday, 21st 
February – Half-term 
break 

Wednesday, 22nd 
February – Staff Inset 
Day 

Thursday, 23rd February 
– all pupil back to school 

Wednesday, 1st March – 
Parent Council meeting 

Wednesday, 8th March – 
Seniors Parents’ Evening 

SATURDAY, 25TH MARCH 
– SPRING FAYRE 

 

HEADTEACHER’S PIECE 

Dear Parent/Carer 

A belated Happy New Year to everyone. 
The holidays do seem like a long time ago 
now that many of our pupils are settling in 
the hall (and throughout the rest of the 
school) to do their prelims. It is also the 
time of year when we start planning for the 
next session starting in June and there is a 
key role that parents need to play in this 
planning. 

As you’ll be aware from letters sent home 
we are starting our options choice process 
over the next couple of weeks with all 
pupils from S2 through to S5 involved in 
picking the subjects they want to take next 
year. One key date in all this is the parents’ 
information evening this coming Monday, 
30th January where you can find out more 
about the options available for your 
children and young people. As well as the 
offering within the school, there are other 
courses outside of the school available for 
more senior pupils. These are offered by 
Inverness College / UHI. Representatives 
will be at the meeting on Monday with 
further details. As ever, we work closely 
with the college to direct pupils to courses 
that may be suitable for them and, every 
year, the college is doing more and more to 
increase the options available. 

Following the meeting, all pupils making 
choices will have a meeting with guidance. 
Teachers will also be making 
recommendations about what levels pupils 
will be best suited to in individual subjects. 
You, as parents, have a major role to play, 
talking to your children about what they 
want to do and encouraging them to be 
looking to the future. As always, if you 
need any help or advice in this please 
contact the school and ask. 

One other date for your diary is Saturday 
25th March – our now annual Spring Fayre. 
Last year’s event was very popular and 
we’re hoping for a similar high turnout for 
the day this time around. 
John Rutter - Headteacher 

 

 

 

Inverness High School 

Montague Row 

Inverness IV3 5DZ 

Tel: 01463 233586 

www.invernesshs.wordpress.com 

email: 
inverness.high@highland.gov.uk 
twitter: @invernesshigh 

 

IMPORTANT 
NOTE – 

CHANGE OF 
DATE FOR 

JUNE INSET 
DAY 

 

We have been informed by 

Highland Council that the date of 

the June inset day has been 

changed to Thursday, 4th May to 

coincide with the day of the local 

elections.  

This will allow some schools 

(although not the High School) to 

be used as poll stations as the 

elections take place. 

http://www.highland.gov.uk/
http://www.invernesshs.wordpress.com/
mailto:inverness.high@highland.gov.uk


  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MyWOW Live in Inverness 

My World of Work Live! launches 
as a Lego Innovation Studio 

At the start of January six S3 pupils (Francesca Smith, Jasui 
Podpora, Caitlin Ayres, Melania Buchholz, Dylan Crawford and 
Kacper Mlynarcyzk) were invited to the Skills Development 
Scotland’s My World of Work Live Lab on Church Street as it 
become the only Lego Innovation Studio currently in Scotland.   

We all got to build a duck in 30 seconds, build and program 
moving robots to race and visited the careers lab upstairs to see 
some of the top equipment on offer.  The teacher team’s robot, 
led by Mr Brown, won the whole competition but we were all 
amazed how quickly we could build and program robots.   

The SDS building offers young people careers advice and 
opportunities to try out lots of the latest equipment and tasks 
to encourage progression in the STEM subjects - Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Maths and Computing.   

The people at SDS also run a free Club called Lab Rats most 
Friday afternoons where pupils can go along and use any of the 
top equipment and get some help to get started – just drop in 
to the office at the start of Church Street to sign up. 

 

Poetry Corner 
Following a national competition 

organized by Young Writers, four 

pupils from Ms Scott’s English 

classes are having their poems 

published in a poetry book: 

S2: Abbey Howden and Sophia 

Lawrence  

S3: John Williamson and Jessica 

Tomlinson 

Other students are also being 

encouraged to enter the competition 

– it has not finished yet – and the 

main prize is £1000. The best 

school will also win the Young 

Writers' Award of Excellence, 

which they can showcase in their 

school – it could be us! 

Further details of the competition 

are available at  

https://www.youngwriters.co.uk/co

mpetitions/busta-rhyme/  

 

https://www.youngwriters.co.uk/competitions/busta-rhyme/
https://www.youngwriters.co.uk/competitions/busta-rhyme/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Edge group is taking part in another Young Enterprise Scotland competition.  Our company is called 
Bee Fired as our products involve clay, plants and seeds found on the school farm.   Our products include 
seed bombs made with seeds collected from the school farm, leaf print dishes and tiles with plant imprints.  
We sold our products at a Christmas Market in Inverness and were delighted to have very little stock left to 
take back to school! 

We are very concerned about the plight of the pollinators and the effect this will have so we are donating 
5% of our profits to the Bumble Bee Conservation Trust.  We are working closely with Pollin:nation to make 
our school farm a haven for all kinds of pollinators and have planted up wild flower beds.    

We pitched our plan of “Operation Pollination” at a recent Inverness Soup meeting and were voted the 
most worthy cause, winning the door takings which will let us have an area of the farm cleared so we can 
plant a wild flower meadow and orchard. 

We are now writing our business report and preparing for the Young Enterprise Area Finals but we are 
delighted that we have been able to raise awareness and money for our cause, Operation Pollination. 

 

Bike Shed Moan 
Despite repeated instructions to pupils individually, through assemblies 
and through the school newsletter, a number still insist on chaining 
their bikes to the railings at the Montague Row end of the school rather 
than in the school bike shed. 

Apart from increasing the risk of theft (as the railings are not as secure as the shed) there is the potential 
for a fire incident if access is restricted to the boiler room – our fire safety officer has already raised this as 
a matter of concern. 

Please could you reinforce the message with your children that, if they continue to park their bikes in these 
areas, we shall make attempts to find them and ask them to remove their bikes. If this is not possible we 
may have to remove the bikes by force but we would not accept any liability for damage to locks or bikes 
that this may cause. 

 
I am sorry to have to say that, 


