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Reminders:  

A full list of holidays and 

in-service closures is 

available online at 

www.highland.gov.uk. 

We do rely on parents to 

inform us about any 

allergies and medical 

conditions pupils have. 

Please inform the school if 

we don’t already know of 

any condition. 

We would also appreciate 

parents keeping us up to 

date with address 

changes, telephone 

number changes and 

changes to emergency 

contacts. 

____________________ 

Dates for your diary: 

Wednesday, 24th and 
Thursday, 25th May: 
Activities Days 

Friday, 26th May: S1 – S3 
Multi-Sports Day 

Monday, 5th June: 
change of timetable with 
seniors returning from 
study leave – please 
remember from this date 
Wednesdays will finish 
at 3.40pm and Fridays at 
12.25pm in line with 
other schools in 
Inverness 

Thursday, 8th June: 
Election Day – school 
open as normal 

 

 

HEADTEACHER’S PIECE 

Dear Parent/Carer 

School is relatively quiet at the moment 
with senior classes out on study leave. 
Some of them will not be coming back and 
we wish them luck in whatever they are 
going on to do next, whether that is a 
university or college course, apprenticeship 
and training or straight into work. They will 
always be members of the school 
community and we want to see them back 
with tales of what is going on in their lives. 

While there are fewer pupils around we 
have been working on the School 
Improvement Plan for next year. It is a legal 
requirement that schools produce a 
document like this at the start of each year 
but, more importantly, it gives us a chance 
to look at all the things that we do really 
well and at the things that we could do 
better to make sure all our pupils have the 
best start in their adult lives when they 
leave us. 

It is very important that parents have a say 
in how this is done. So far, we have talked 
to the Parent Council about some of our 
plans but we would like to give everyone a 
chance to comment on our plans. With that 
in mind we shall be holding a meeting in 
the school to discuss the improvement plan 
on the afternoon of Friday, 9th June. More 
details will be sent out nearer the time but 
it would be useful to get an idea of the 
numbers of parents and carers who may 
want to attend – please get in touch with 
me at the school if you would like to be 
involved.  

We have been putting a lot of thought 
recently into working with parents and 
would be very interested to hear from you 
if you have any ideas about events we can 
be involved in or other ways in which we 
can improve partnerships between school 
and home. Please do get in touch with me 
at the school if you have any ideas of how 
this can be done.  

John Rutter - Headteacher 

 

 

 

Inverness High School 

Montague Row 

Inverness IV3 5DZ 

Tel: 01463 233586 

www.invernesshs.wordpress.com 

email: 
inverness.high@highland.gov.uk 
twitter: @invernesshigh 

 

IMPORTANT 
NOTE – 

CHANGE OF 
SCHOOL 

TIMETABLE 
FROM JUNE 

 

Please be aware that, from 

Monday, 5th June all Inverness 

secondary school days will have 

the same timetables as follows: 

Monday to Thursday: 

8.40am to 3.40pm 

Friday: 

8.40am to 12.25pm 

Inverness High School will 

therefore no longer have the 

early closing on a Wednesday. 

http://www.highland.gov.uk/
http://www.invernesshs.wordpress.com/
mailto:inverness.high@highland.gov.uk


  

The Edge 
It has been another fantastic term for The Edge group.  Operation pollination is well under way on the 
farm with beds cleared and a few planted up with heathers for the pollinators. 

We were delegates at the STUC Conference in Aviemore and gave a presentation about why we have set 
up Operation pollination and what benefits it will bring. 

Young Enterprise Scotland Highland and Moray finals took place in March.  Our company Bee Fired which 
made ceramic products with a garden theme, such as Highland Seed Bombs and tiles and bowls with 
flower imprints did exceptionally well.  We were a social enterprise so gave a donation of our profits to 
charity while raising the profile of the plight of the pollinators.  With competition from a number of 
schools we were winners of Best trade Stand, Achievement Through Adversity, Pioneering Leadership for 
Kloe Ross and we were Runner – Up Highland & Moray Company of the Year 2017.  We were delighted 
that our hard work and team effort was recognised. 

Three members of our group sat the University of Strathclyde Business exam and Kloe Ross, Summer 
Findlay and Sara Klepacka passed with credit. 

We will round the year up by taking our Highland Seed Bombs to the Social Enterprise Academy Showcase 
and Awards at Eden Court in June. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GUNGE 
On Comic Relief day this year staff 
once again put themselves forward 
to be gunged in order to raise money 
for others. 

Quite predictably the most popular 
gungees were Mr Brown and Mr 
MacDonald – both good sports who 
ended up covered in some foul broth 
cooked up in the chemistry labs. Well 
done to them and to the S6 prefects 
and everyone else who either 
helped, raised money or contributed 
to the school total. 

 

Music and Dance 

We have some great 
young performers in the 
school.  

On the left is Caitlyn 
Iris-Brobyn who 
recently became the 12 
& Under BRITISH SOLO 
STREETDANCE 
CHAMPION in Blackpool 
while below is our 
string ensemble at a 
recent performance for 
Dalneigh Primary. 

Well done to them all. 

 



 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

And more engineering challenges at Eden Court … 
Last month seven pupils from the school’s  Young Engineers attended the Highland Technology Showcase 
at Eden Court. The event, sponsored by the Scottish Council for the Development in Industry (SCDI), 
involved 39 schools from around the Highlands. The day included a range of challenges provided by local 
companies that involved such things as hydraulic puzzles, a memory test, chemical analysis and (would you 
believe) lock picking (?). 

Lisa and Nikkayla entered the crane building competition and came worthy runners up, especially as the 
string broke 30 seconds from the end. In the Technology Challenge the team were accredited for their 
teamwork and were each presented with rather nice pens, and Nikkayla won a prize for leadership. The 
boys had worked tirelessly over a number of weeks to build a four foot Meccano robot which also received 
a number of accolades. 

Following on from our success the team now go to Glasgow Science Centre in June to take part in the 
Scottish Showcase Final where over 100 Schools from all over Scotland will fight it out for Young Engineers 
Club of the year. 

WATCH THIS SPACE FOR MORE UPDATES! 

Tyler Kean, Thomas Reid, Tom Spencer and Noels 
Sinders represented Inverness High School in the 
annual Design and Build a Bridge Challenge at the 
new Inverness College Campus on Thursday 9th 
March. The boys competed well against teams of 
second year pupils from seven other local secondary 
schools, designing and building a wooden bridge 
spanning a distance 1100mm with maximum load for 
minimum cost.  The winning team’s bridge, from 
Nairn, managed to support a mass of 18kg, whilst 
ours collapsed under 10kg.  What our bridge lacked 
in physical strength it certainly made up for in 
strength of character! 
 



 

Please see the note below sent to us from NHS Highland and do get in touch with the school if you have 

any concerns 

 

“Alert to Parents - Blue Whale Challenge” 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
We have been advised by Hertfordshire Constabulary to send the following information to parents regarding a dangerous 

online game called the Blue Whale Challenge. 
  

The Blue Whale Challenge is an internet based game that has resulted in many deaths in several countries; Russia has 
attributed over 130 deaths to this. The challenge is believed to be spreading across Europe; Belgian and French police 

officially warned parents and teenagers after three cases were reported in Belgium this week. 

  
The administrator / curator of the challenge picks on vulnerable children and adults and gives them 50 challenges over a 

period of weeks, which culminates in suicide (challenge number 50). 
  

Thames Valley Police have had three suicides recently that are believed linked to this and some London boroughs have 
identified youths who were within the 50 challenges. 

  

The majority of the challenges involve self-harm followed by sending a picture to the curator as proof. 
A tell-tale sign is challenge number 11: carve a whale on your hand with a razor and send a photo to the curator. 

  
If a child is identified within these challenges please get advice immediately, contact the school, the police or Children's 

Services 

  
Examples of challenges teenagers are urged to do: 

·         Use a knife or razor to make the shape of a whale on their wrist or leg 
·         Get up at 4.20am and watch scary videos 

·         “Sacrifice your hand, cut your lips” 
·         Day 26: You get your date of death 

·         Day 28: Don't talk to anyone 

·         Day 50: Jump from the roof or hang yourself 
  

http://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/777933/blue-whale-challenge-british-police-vulnerable-teenage-suicides-russia-britain 
 

      

ANOTHER REMINDER ABOUT BIKES 
 
It is fantastic that, with the good weather, more pupils seem to be cycling to school and we have installed a 
new bike rack near the Montague Row entrance to help accommodate them. Some of the bikes appear to 
be quite expensive so PLEASE, PLEASE remember they MUST be locked up. We have had a couple of bikes 
go missing in the past year and this could have been very easily avoided. The school will have no liability at 
all for bikes that are lost or stolen. 

Please also remember to wear a helmet and be safe. Having had an accident myself in the past few months 
and being told by A&E that I could have been dead if I hadn’t been wearing a helmet, it is a worry that so 
many pupils appear not to put them on. There may be ways we can look to help with providing helmets if 
the cost is too much – please contact the school for further details. 

 
 

 

http://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/777933/blue-whale-challenge-british-police-vulnerable-teenage-suicides-russia-britain

