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Reminders:  

A full list of holidays and 

in-service closures is listed 

in pupil planners/diaries. 

Highland Council school 

holiday dates are available 

online at 

www.highland.gov.uk 

We do rely on parents to 

inform us about any 

allergies and medical 

conditions pupils have. 

Please inform the school if 

we don’t already know of 

any condition. 

We would also appreciate 

parents keeping us up to 

date with address 

changes, telephone 

number changes and 

changes to emergency 

contacts. 

Dates for your diary: 

S1 Parents’ Evening – 
Thursday, 12th February: 
4pm to 6.30pm. 

School finishes for 
February break – Friday, 
13th February. 

Pupils back to school – 
Thursday, 19th February. 

S3 Parents’ Evening – 
Tuesday, 24th February: 
5pm to 7.30pm. 

Parent Council – 
Wednesday, 4th March: 
7pm. 

S4/S5/S6 Parent’s 
Evening – Wednesday, 
11th March: 3.30pm to 
6pm. 

 

HEADTEACHER’S PIECE 

Dear Parent/Carer 

As I write, the hall is full of senior pupils 

doing their prelim exams in a range of 

subjects. For some this will be their first 

experience of sitting down in a formal 

exam setting and no doubt they will have 

been nervous. For others their results may 

not be quite what they expect. It is very 

important, if they don’t do well, that we, as 

parents and teachers, keep encouraging 

them that they can do better. Some pupils 

may find they have to change the level of 

qualification they will be sitting and, again, 

we have to make sure they understand it is 

important they still achieve at their own 

level. If anyone is particularly worried after 

their children get their results do please 

ring us at the school if you want to talk 

things through.  

Many thanks to all of you who turned up 

for the curriculum choice evening a couple 

of weeks ago. The parents I spoke to 

seemed very pleased to get a clearer idea 

of the way options are chosen and to be 

able to talk things through with Principal 

Teachers. Likewise, the teachers were very 

happy with the positive response from you 

all. I would hope this is the start of more 

such events and would welcome any 

feedback you may have about the evening 

or about subjects we could cover at similar 

evenings in the future. 

Finally I am very pleased to announce that 

our Parent Council plans to hold a Spring 

Fayre and car boot sale at the school on 

Saturday March 28th to raise money for 

school funds. More details will follow but 

please make a note of the date now. It 

would be great to get as many people 

along as possible. 

John Rutter, Headteacher 
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Montague Row 

Inverness IV3 5DZ 
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inverness.high@highland.gov.uk 

twitter: @invernesshigh 

 

Creative pupils needed 

We have a group of very hard-

working S1 to S4 pupils who, after 

school on Wednesdays, are 

creating a brilliant dance drama 

for Rock Challenge in Eden Court 

on April 28th.  

There is still room for anyone 

interested in helping out with 

some crowd scenes, the dance 

battle and “extra” parts and / or 

costume and make up 

departments. Please see either 

Shona or Becky in Guidance who 

will introduce you to one of the 

creative team leaders Antonia, 

Katy Louise or Libby. 

 

http://www.invernesshs.wordpress.com/
mailto:inverness.high@highland.gov.uk


 

Website returns! 
The school website is now back up and running and, we would hope, much improved. This, together with 

text and twitter, will be the main way we communicate with parents (although really important information 

will still be sent home as a letter). Please visit the site (www.invernesshs.wordpress.com) and let us know 

what you think.  

Positive destinations 
 

In December, Skills Development Scotland 

released the positive destination figures for the 

school. These are very pleasing and reflect the 

huge amount of work done by school staff and our 

partners in getting our pupils on to worthwhile 

opportunities when they leave us. They were 

probably the highest ever for the school (the 

highest for any school in Inverness this year) and 

well above Highland average. Everybody who 

helped (including the pupils) deserves a huge pat 

on the back. The figures for our 66 leavers were: 

Higher education 21.2%: Further education 30.3% 

Training 15.2%: Employment 22.7% 

Activity agreements 6.1%: Unemployed seeking 3%: 

Unemployed (not seeking) 1.5% 

Total positive destinations 95.5% (Highland 92.7%) 

Careers event 
 
One thing we are fairly sure has helped with our 
positive destinations (see left) is the annual S5/S6 
careers event. 
This year saw all the pupils joined by over 30 
‘supporters’ from industry, business and education 
to talk to them about career opportunities and 
help them decide what they want to do and how 
to do it.  
 

 

The many 
supporters 
were very 
impressed 
with our 
young people, 
their level of 
knowledge 
and ambition. 

http://www.invernesshs.wordpress.com/


 
  

 

 

 

   VIVO! 
The leading vivoists for 

January were: 

 

Jason Florence 

Kacper Podgorski 

Rosa Donaldson 

Francesca Smith 

Hollie Smith 

 

Vivo is an online pupil 

reward system that 

involves spendable points 

being awarded to pupils by 

staff each week. These can 

be checked at home by 

parents. If you have 

forgotten your parental 

login please phone or email 

the school for a reminder.  

 
 Contact the Elderly 
 
Just before Christmas two of our senior pupils went out for 
lunch with the local Contact the Elderly group. 
Unfortunately we had quite a large number of elderly 
ladies could not make it due to ill health but, writes Becky 
Seath, it was a lovely lunch and those who came along 
seemed to have a great time. 
 
Yasmine Star-Crombie and Calum McClelland were 
absolute stars and all the elderly people loved them. They 
all said a big thank-you to them and to the school for 
letting their Christmas lunch happen. After the lunch we 
went to visit one of the ladies who was in hospital and too 
ill to attend. Chrissie told them how delighted she was they 
came to see her (although this could have something to do 
with us bringing chocolates along).  
 

 

 

   

Wanted! Bric-a-brac and household items 

Some of our pupils will be visiting Peru in June 2016 to work with orphans in 

collaboration with the Scottish charity, the Vine Trust. As a fundraiser, we are 

hoping to hold a number of boot sales over the coming months. 

If you have any unwanted clothing, toys or other non-electrical household items 

that you wish to donate, please could we have them! They can be brought into 

school and given to Mr Sparham or you could contact the school and our team 

can come and pick them up. 

Thank you for your support. 

Peru Expedition Group 2016 

Contact: 01463 233586  

or email 

ben.sparham@highland.gov.uk 

 

Update from The Edge 
 
We are well under way with Young Enterprise 

Scotland.   We took part in Young Enterprise 

trading event in December and ran a stall on the 

High Street selling Christmas Wreaths and our 

amazing Evolution Bubbles.  We had sold out by 

lunch time which was great as it was a very cold 

day!!  We are now getting our business report 

together and preparing for the award ceremony.  

Bubbles are still available from the school for £5.  

Please visit our Facebook page to place an order 

“Evolution Bubbles”. 

The Junior group ran a very successful Christmas 

stall in school selling tweed brooches which 

involved blood, sweat and tears, but they were 

stunning!!  We are hoping to go fishing this term 

but at the moment we are avoiding the bad 

weather and reviewing the work of film directors. 

 

 Communication 
Please remember the website 

www.invernesshs.wordpress.com 

and twitter 

@invernesshigh. 

 

Next Parent Council meeting: March 4th, 7pm. 

 

mailto:ben.sparham@highland.gov.uk
http://www.invernesshs.wordpress.com/

