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Reminders:  
A full list of holidays and in-

service closures is listed in 

pupil planners/diaries. 

Highland Council school 

holiday dates are available 

online at 

www.highland.gov.uk 

We do rely on parents to 
inform us about any 
allergies and medical 
conditions pupils have. 
Please inform the school if 
we don’t already know of 
any condition. 

We would also appreciate 
parents keeping us up to 
date with address changes, 
telephone number changes 
and changes to emergency 
contacts. 

Dates for your diary: 

S4/5/6 Parents’ Evening:  
4 – 6.30pm, Tuesday, 23rd 
September – appointment 
sheets have been sent 
home. 

School is closed to pupils 
on Thursday, 25th and 
Friday, 26th September for 
school and authority INSET 
days. 

The school’s annual 
sponsored walk along the 
Caledonian Canal – Friday, 
3rd October. This is the 
school’s major fundraising 
event and should be a fun 
day for all concerned. 

Meeting of the new parent 
organisation at 7pm on 
Wednesday, 8th October – 
all are welcome to attend. 

School finishes for Autumn 
break on Friday, 10th 
October. Pupils will return 
on Tuesday, 28th October. 

 

 

HEADTEACHER’S PIECE 

Dear Parent/Carer 

We’ve now been back at school for four 

weeks and the weather, at least today, has 

continued in the same spectacular fashion 

we saw through the summer. Aside from 

that there have been many changes for our 

pupils with so much going on it is difficult 

to think the holidays were so recent. 

The seniors, in particular, must now realise 

how full-on this year is going to be as they 

head towards another round of 

qualifications. Those in S4 will be coming to 

terms with the Nationals but should be 

confident in the school’s ability to deliver 

high quality teaching after the success of 

many of our pupils in the first round of the 

new qualifications. Those starting Higher 

will also realise they have a lot of effort to 

put in over the next few terms. The good 

news is that our figures for positive 

destinations (pupils leaving school for 

work, college and university) are amongst 

the best ever and are a tribute to the hard 

work of our pupils and staff over the past 

year. 

One of the most exciting things for me this 

term has been the willingness of a (so far) 

small number of parents to come together 

to form a parental organisation aimed at 

talking about the school, highlighting 

concerns, fundraising and a whole range of 

other issues. The first full meeting of the 

group will take place next month (see dates 

on the left). You shall see them, and hear 

of the work being done, at parents’ 

evenings and other school events but 

please feel free to come to the meeting to 

find out what’s going on with no obligation 

at all for further involvement. 

John Rutter, Headteacher 

 

 

 

Inverness High School 

Montague Row 

Inverness IV3 5DZ 

Tel: 01463 233586 

Fax: 01463 238926 

email: 

inverness.high@highland.gov.uk 

twitter: @invernesshigh  

Enterprising Crafts 
It’s great to walk into the 
Technical Education department 
at the school and see the practical 
work being carried out by our 
pupils. 

 

 
 

These deckchairs (shown by 
Robert Yorston, above and Ryan 
Morrison, below) have proved 
exceptionally popular this year.  
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VIVO! 
Currently leading the Vivo 

points totals are: 

 

Finley MacDonald 

Taylor Chisholm 

Summer Findlay 

Reece Ross 

Jake Maclean 

 

Vivo is an online pupil 

reward system that 

involves spendable points 

being awarded to pupils by 

staff each week. These can 

be checked at home by 

parents. If you have 

forgotten your parental 

login please phone or email 

the school for a reminder.  

 

 
Polish pupils celebrate exam success 

(reprinted from the Press and Journal) 

“A group of Polish students have created history by 

becoming the first pupils in the Highlands to pass a GCSE 

exam in their native language. The seven young people, 

aged between 12 and 19, celebrated their success at 

Inverness High School yesterday, watched by proud 

pupils, politicians, teachers, and tutors. 

With no provision for accreditation in their own language 

in the current Scottish education system, the Inverness 

Polish Association set up the course with the help of 

Highland Council.” 

Very well done to all the pupils involved and their tutor, 

Zosia Wierzbowicz-Fraser, who helped them to their 

success. 

 

 

 

As runners up in the Youth and 
Philanthropy Initiative (YPI) in May, S4 
pupils Sarene Leslie and Jaden Anderson 
were invited by the Rotary Club of 
Inverness to give a talk about their chosen 
charity SiMBA (Simpson’s Memorial Box 
Appeal) to its members at the Mercure 
Hotel. The Rotary Club has now donated 
£600 to SiMBA.  Well done to Sarene and 
Jaden for raising awareness of this 
worthwhile charity and for raising such a 
large sum of money. 
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Remember to sign up to alerts 
@invernesshigh 

Being a Prefect at Inverness High School 

In the words of the Cambridge online dictionary a Prefect is “an older 

student who is given some authority and helps to control the younger 

students.”  On the most part that is true but being a Prefect is also about 

being a role model to the other pupils. This includes being punctual, 

helping the younger ones and setting an example. When the definition 

says ‘helps to control’ here at Inverness High School I believe that rather 

than ‘control’ the younger pupils we help them and do what we can for 

them. We do many things within the school such as organise school events 

including dances and fundraising activities. Being a Prefect benefits us in 

many ways, not just being good for a CV. It helps to improve our own skills 

as well. I love being a Prefect as it shows you are trusted and respected 

within the school by both staff and pupils, which really shows throughout 

the year! It is an honour and a privilege to be part of the Prefect team, 

which hopefully encourages the younger pupils to strive to be the best 

they can be for the oncoming years! 

Jason McClurg, Inverness High School Prefect Team, 2014-2015 

 

 

https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/news/inverness/332257/polish-pupils-celebrate-success/


 
A Post Card from Transylvania  

(by Lucie MacKintosh S6 and Mrs Hoult) 

Thank you to all the pupils, staff, parents and local IHS community for fundraising and supporting our 

adventure with Operation Wallacea to survey the Biodiversity in Romania. 

A typical day for us starts at 5am, but when  

you are met by sunrises like these each  

morning it makes it worthwhile. 

An early morning survey to check the 60 small  

mammal traps and record data on any species  

caught; then a quick hair cut for the mouse or  

vole to mark it, and it’s released and we are on 

to the next trap. 

Back to camp for a strong coffee and some lovely fresh bread and homemade preserves. 

9am and we are off out again to sample wild plants and butterflies found in the meadows.  We’ve recorded 

countless Marble White butterflies.  They are as common as cabbage whites, but a closer look shows you just 

how beautiful they are. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This comes with a risk of encountering a bear wandering along the edge of the fields and orchards, but so far 

we’ve only found their muddy paw prints.  We make it back to our tents for a few hours’ sleep around 1am, 

ready for the next early start.  

Over to Lucie: 

‘Personally I feel I have gained an invaluable amount of life experience during my 2 weeks in Transylvania.  I 

have experienced other cultures, met amazing new friends, seen fantastic landscapes and witnessed 

incredible wildlife.  I feel I have achieved a greater sense of independence, found new life skills and grown in 

confidence.  I really cannot thank everyone enough for all the help and support shown and given to me.  

Thank you everyone for giving me the opportunity to experience this amazing adventure and thank you Mrs 

Hoult for everything you have done for me.’  

 

     

Mesendorf July 2014 

 

 

 

Out all day in the field, and we return for a lecture on why our data is so 

important to funding local farmers; to ensure they keep their traditional 

way of farming, and don’t modernise.  This is what protects the vast 

variety of species here. 

With a full stomach after a hearty stew and an endless supply of cake, 

we head out again at 9 pm to survey bats in the local Fortified Church, 

or out into the fields again, in the pitch black, to listen for Corn Crakes 

(ask your Granny there used to be plenty here in our fields).   


