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Important 
Reminders:  

There have been a 

number of occasions 

recently where we have 

tried to contact parents 

and found information we 

have to be out-of-date. 

Please ensure the office is 

fully aware of address 

changes, telephone 

number changes and 

changes to emergency 

contacts. We also rely on 

parents to inform us 

about any allergies and 

medical conditions pupils 

have. Please inform the 

school if we don’t already 

know of any condition.                

____________________ 

Dates for your diary: 

Wednesday, 28th March: 
School closes for Easter 

Monday, 16th April: 
School re-opens 

Monday, 30th April: 
Study leave and  

SQA exams begin 

Monday, 7th May:  
May Day Holiday 

Wednesday, 30th May to 
1st June: Activities and 
Multi-Sports Days 

Monday, 4th June: Staff 
in-service training day 

Tuesday, 5th June: New 
timetable begins 

HEADTEACHER’S PIECE 

Dear Parent/Carer 

We are now well in to options choices for 
our pupils from S2 through to S5 in 
preparation for making up a new timetable 
in June. There have been some concerns 
expressed by a few pupils and parents that 
they will not be able to take all the subjects 
they want for either Highers or National 
exams in S5. While we have a very wide 
range of options available, due to staffing 
constraints, we cannot, unfortunately, 
often offer subjects in more than one 
column on our options sheets. I would 
hope that, over the senior phase of S4 to 
S6, pupils would be able to complete all the 
courses they want to, but it may be that 
this has to be done over more than one 
year. This should not prove to be a 
problem except for a very small number of 
university courses but, if you have any 
concerns, please do contact me at the 
school and we can discuss things. We shall 
always try to do the best we can for all of 
our pupils. 

On a completely different note, I have 
mentioned before, plans we have for 
celebrating our 80th anniversary year. I am 
hoping to put out a call through the local 
press for the local community and pupils, 
past and present, to get involved. We are 
looking for old photos of the school, 
pictures of former pupils and details of 
their achievements, together with any 
documents such as magazines, newsletters 
and press cuttings about the school and 
activities from 1937 right up to the present 
day. 

We would hope then to have some displays 
of the memorabilia in the school and to 
complement them with details of our plans 
for the future with the refurbishment work 
currently underway with Morrison’s 
Construction. If you can help in any way, 
please do get in touch.  

John Rutter 

Headteacher 
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MATHS IS BEST 
Our pupils recently took part in a 
prestigious Maths challenge, 
competing against others from 
across the UK. The top 40 per cent 
were awarded either bronze, 
silver or gold awards. Our pupils, 
who have not experienced this 
type of challenge before, 
achieved fantastic results. We 
entered 35 pupils across S3 and 
S4 and seven of them gained an 
award. A further dozen pupils 
were extremely close and should 
also be very proud of their 
achievements. 
 
S4 award winners 
Caitlin Ayres – Silver  
Tamsin Cowie – Bronze  
Kacper Mlynarczyk – Bronze  
Francesca Smith – Bronze  
 
S3 award winners 
Ben Craig-Hislop – Silver 
Thomas Spencer – Bronze 
Aidan Wainwright – Bronze  
 

http://www.invernesshs.wordpress.com/
mailto:inverness.high@highland.gov.uk


  

John McDonald: Inverness High School Rector 1983-1991 
Many of you will remember will remember John McDonald, former rector of the High School who passed 

away recently. Please see his obituary below, reproduced courtesy of the Inverness Courier. 
 

RETIRED teacher and double Highland League winning footballer John McDonald has passed away, aged 
87. John was known to generations of pupils from his extensive teaching career in the Highlands – which 
included nine years as rector of Inverness High School plus teaching roles in Elgin and Nairn.  

Born in Aberdeen on August 29, 1931, to parents who were from Elgin, the young John and his family soon 
moved back to the Moray town where he went to school – doing very well at Elgin Academy both in terms 
of sporting achievements and academically. Coming from a working class background, he was the first of 
his family to go on to higher education, winning a scholarship to Aberdeen University where he graduated 
with an honours degree in geography while also gaining a double blue for athletics and football, a sport 
which he was passionate about, playing for Elgin City in his 20s and early 30s. He was part of the Elgin City 
team that won the Highland League in 1959-60 and retained it in 1960-61. In Aberdeen, he met and 
married Betty Christie, a student teacher from Huntly, and after National Service at RAF Buchan the family 
moved to Elgin where John began his teaching career at Elgin Academy and then to Nairn where John was 
head of the geography department. Known as “Ducky” as a school pupil, the nickname followed him 
throughout his teaching career. He finished his career at Inverness High School where he was promoted 
from head of geography to depute rector and for the last nine years of his career was rector. An insight 
into John’s sense of humour can be gained by the following anecdote which he liked to recount in his 
retirement. As depute rector of the high school, he was called to a classroom to deal with a group of boys 
who had been letting off stink bombs. John’s slightly unorthodox method of dealing with the situation was 
to take the culprits to a large walk-in cupboard, clap their pockets to let off the remaining stink bombs, 
and walk out shutting them in with the noxious fumes. He was well aware that such a response by a 
member of the teaching profession these days would result in suspension! John passionately believed in 
the value of introducing young people to nature and was instrumental in organising residentials to the 
Cairngorms for Nairn Academy and Inverness High School, while also helping to develop a project which 
saw Inverness High School pupils renovate an old croft house at Abriachan – transforming it into a 
museum of country life. John was also a good singer and was, in his 30s and 40s, a member of a folk group 
comprising several teachers from Inverness High School. His “piece de resistance” as a singer was 
undoubtedly the bothy ballad “Nicky Tams” which he delivered faultlessly at the age of 76 at a sing around 
after the Trad Awards in Fort William in 2007, causing the broadcaster and singer Nancy Nicholson to 
remark: “That was very good, John. Have you ever been recorded?” John and Betty spent 30 happy years 
living in Nairn where they raised their family of daughters Morag and Susan and son Alistair. Retiring at 60, 
John and Betty moved to Kilmuir on the Black Isle where they had 10 happy years of retirement gardening, 
skiing, travelling and spending time with family, friends and their Kilmuir neighbours before Betty passed 
away from cancer after a short illness. John stayed on in Kilmuir for a further 10 years and, despite his loss, 
had an active and fulfilling life, golfing, skiing, walking and gardening. He was also very involved with the 
Roman Catholic church, of which he was a staunch lifelong attender, was very actively involved in the 
North Kessock Local History Association and the Lapidary Club in Fortrose as well as a member of 
Inverness Cross Country Skiing Club. John was also the Roman Catholic representative on the Highland 
region education committee. At the age of 80, John downsized to a smaller semi-detached bungalow in 
Inverness where he continued to enjoy an active lifestyle, walking every morning with a friend and their 
dogs. The final three years of John’s life was more of a challenge for him and his family as he began to 
develop dementia and the worsening of the illness unfortunately necessitated John spending the last 15 
months of his life in residential care. He passed peacefully away in Raigmore Hospital of complications 
arising from a chest infection on February 15 with his family by his bedside. He is survived by his children, 
their spouses Steve and Jacqui and his grandchildren Iain and Gillian, as well as by an uncle in Australia 
who is in his 100th year.  

Contributed by Morag McDonald  

 

 



 

INVERNESS HIGH SCHOOL 
HOLD CALCUTTA CUP  

Briefly at least. 

Earlier this week the school was invited to 
help out at the official royal opening of the 
new Highland Rugby Club pavilion. Thomas 
Reid, Alan Veremei, Ollie Smith, Mikey 
Gregory, Leon Florence, Logan Forrest and 
Matty Morris – who all play and train with 
Highland squads – did a fantastic job keeping 
hundreds of primary pupils in order out on 
the pitch while the Princess Royal shook 
hands with club and council officials upstairs. 
They were a credit to the school and got to 
see and hold the Calcutta Cup (the trophy 
handed to Scotland when they beat England 
in this year’s Six Nations Championship.) 

The new Highland facilities (used by Caley 
Thistle for their weekday training) are 
fantastic and a real boost for local sport.  



 

Maths is best (part 2) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Groups of S2 and S3 pupils were absorbed into the world of 
Maths on Thursday when Inverness High School warmly 
welcomed Professor Adam McBride along with his trusted 
overhead projector. The Professor, who worked for 40 years 
at Strathclyde University, talked about how beautiful and fun 
Maths can be and provided some thought provoking activities 
for his young audiences. He enthused about maths being the 
language of modern business, engineering, science and 
technology (BEST).  Pupils solved sequences involving square 
and prime numbers, created their own 3 x 3 magic squares 
with the numbers 1-9, found out about 8 x 8 magic squares 
with the Knight’s Tour and concluded with the 1089 maths 
trick. 
S2 pupils “loved it”, and said “it was good”, “really fun”, 
“would like to do this again”, would “like a longer time and 
more activities” and gave the professor a resounding 10/10. 
 

 

Young 
Engineers 

Our young engineers, led by 
technologies teacher Ken Wilson, have 
had a successful time recently. 

They have just competed in the annual 
regional engineering competition at 
Eden Court and finished second. This 
means that, once again, they will be off 
to Glasgow later in the year to compete 
in the national finals. 

Not only that, they have managed to 
get themselves on the front cover of the 
annual review of the Scottish Council 
for Development and Industry – 
Scotland’s Economic and Social Forum – 
together with their robot, supplied as a 
project from the University of the 
Highlands and Islands. 

The title of Informing, Inspiring, 
Influencing is very appropriate for these 
young people who could well be our 
next generation of scientists and 
engineers. 


