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Please ask for: 

Direct Dial: 

E-mail: 

Date: 

John Rutter 
01463 233586 
john.rutter@highland.gov.uk 

Wednesday, 20th June  

Dear Parent / Carer 
 
I am very pleased to be able to tell you that Highland Council is making a big increase to the 

clothing grant payable for children who qualify in the new school year.  It has increased from £90 to 

£140 – very good news I would hope at a time when finances may be quite tight. 

Further information can be found in the article here:  

https://www.highland.gov.uk/news/article/11124/financial_assistance_with_the_cost_of_school_

clothing_increased_to_140_for_highland_pupils.  The article, overleaf, also contains a link to the 

forms which need to be filled in to claim both the clothing grant and free school meals.  These can 

also be obtained from the school office. 

As you will be aware we take a pride in the dress code we have in school and would hope this grant 

ensures children will be able to dress appropriately.  We do realise, of course, that there may be 

parents and carers having trouble paying for clothing but who may not qualify for the grant.  If this 

is the case and you need some financial assistance please contact me at the school to discuss in 

complete confidence.  When possible we do want to help and our mission is to see no child unable 

to take a full part in school because of financial hardship. 

If you have any questions or need any help in filling in the form please do not hesitate to contact 

me. 

 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
John Rutter 
Headteacher  
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Financial assistance with the cost of school 
clothing increased to £140 for Highland pupils  
 
The financial support available for many families in Highland towards the costs of school clothing 
has been increased from £90 per pupil per annum to £140 from academic year 2018/19. 

Working in partnership with CoSLA, the Scottish Government has agreed that all Scottish Councils 
will provide a minimum £100 school clothing grant for eligible families from academic year 
2018/19. 

For 2017/18, the Highland Council provided a grant of £90 per school pupil per annum, the 5th 
highest rate in Scotland, which was fully funded from the Council’s Revenue budget. During 
2017/18, more than 3,700 Highland pupils benefited from a school clothing grant.  

The additional funding provided by the Scottish Government from 2018/19 will be allocated to top 
up the existing rate, taking the Council’s grant amount to £140 per pupil. This exceeds the £100 
minimum amount agreed with the Scottish Government by £40 from academic year 2018/19. 

Councillor Alister MacKinnon, Chair of the Council’s Corporate Resources Committee said 
“Passing on 100% the funding from the Scottish Government for school clothing grants is the right 
thing to do for our school pupils.” 

“The austerity cuts continue to place many families in financial hardship and low income families in 
Highland. By providing a grant of £140 per pupil per annum will help our learners to participate in 
school life and ease the financial pressures for parents and carers.  I urge all eligible families to 
apply for this grant.” 

Councillor Andrew Baxter, Chair of the Council’s Care, Learning and Housing Committee said 
“Providing this level of financial assistance with the costs of school clothing for eligible families 
means that Highland pupils are better equipped to attend school and to focus on their education 
without the stigma of wearing clothes that simply don’t fit.  Assisting parents and carers with the 
costs of school clothing can help to alleviate poverty in the Highlands. ” 

Leader of the Council Councillor Margaret Davidson , and Chair of the Poverty & Inequalities 
Working Group, commented that “The average cost of clothing primary and secondary school 
pupils in Highland is now estimated to range from around £106 to £130 per pupil which is a 
significant outlay for parents.  I very much welcome this increase in school clothing grant as it 
helps to reduce inequalities for Highland families and is one of the measures being taken to 
proactively address poverty, and in particular child poverty.” 

Applications are now being invited for the academic year starting in August 2018.  To streamline 
the application process, the Council has a single application form for school clothing grants and 
free school meals.  Applications can be made online at 
www.highland.gov.uk/schoolmealsandclothinggrants.   

Alternatively, application forms are available from the Councils Operations Team on 01463 
703645.  

Help with the completion of the application form is also available from the Council’s Welfare 
Support Team which can be contacted on Freephone 0800 090 1004. 
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