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Important 
Reminders:  

There have been a 

number of occasions 

recently where we have 

tried to contact parents 

and found information we 

have to be out-of-date. 

Please ensure the office is 

fully aware of address 

changes, telephone 

number changes and 

changes to emergency 

contacts. We also rely on 

parents to inform us 

about any allergies and 

medical conditions pupils 

have. Please inform the 

school if we don’t already 

know of any condition.              

____________________ 

Dates for your diary: 

 

Friday 12th October: 
School closes for October 
holidays 

Monday, 29th October: 

EXTRA DAY OF SCHOOL 
CLOSURE AS PART OF 
THE REFURBISHMENT 

Tuesday, 30th October: 
School opens for pupils 

Wednesday, 7th 
November 6.30pm: 
Parent Forum and 
Chromebook Evening 

HEADTEACHER’S PIECE 

Dear Parent/Carer 

Hello and welcome to a slightly delayed 
first newsletter of the session. It has been a 
very busy term with lots of new pupils, the 
S1 Nethybridge residential, settling into 
subjects and, of course, the continued 
refurbishment. After the October holidays 
we shall be re-occupying the music wing of 
the building. It looks fantastic and will give 
everyone an idea of the changes that will 
be coming to the whole school. 

Other exciting news has come from the 
local press with the nominations of both 
teachers and pupils in the Highland Heroes 
Awards. On the next page there are details 
of the recognition of Mrs Colclough and 
Mrs Kemlo (and details of how to vote) but 
I also need to mention one of our pupils – 
Craig Mundie – who is up for the Brave 
Child of the Year Award. This is given to a 
child who has “overcome extreme 
adversity or shown exceptional courage or 
bravery in their life”. Craig has spent three 
months in Newcastle this year where he 
had a bone marrow transplant and has 
shown remarkable bravery and a positive 
attitude through it all. It would be great if 
he came through to win the final award. 

Next term it looks as if we shall finally be 
giving out the new chromebooks to all our 
pupils as part of the Highland Council 
policy to ensure every child from P6 to S6 
has their own computing device to use in 
schools and at home. This promises to be 
one of the biggest changes in education for 
many many years and will have a huge 
impact on teaching and learning in the 
school. There will no doubt be a lot of 
questions which parents will have about 
the use of the machines so we are planning 
on holding an information evening in the 
school – where parents will also get to see 
and use the chromebooks – as part of the 
annual Parent Forum evening on 
Wednesday, 7th November. It would be 
great if you could join us at the event.  

John Rutter – Headteacher  
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PE Kit 
At IHS we take the health and 
wellbeing and physical activity of 
our pupils very seriously. There is, 
however, a continuing problem 
with some pupils forgetting their 
PE kit. 

It is worth reminding parents (and 
pupils) that just because a pupil 
doesn’t have their kit does not 
mean they will be exempt from 
PE. We shall be replenishing 
stocks of kit which pupils can 
borrow – this will always be clean. 

If pupils do not want to wear the 
kit we supply they will have to 
take part wearing the clothes they 
have on. It is very important 
indeed that they can continue to 
lead a healthy lifestyle. 

Duke of Edinburgh Award 
New groups starting after the 
October holidays. Please see 
Lynsey MacDonald, Mr Murphy or 
Miss Dempsie if interested. 
 

http://www.invernesshs.wordpress.com/
mailto:inverness.high@highland.gov.uk


TECHNOLOGY 

1.8cm = 

______mm? 

FRENCH 

(Quatre x Cinq) + Trois - Deux = 

_____ 

MATHS WEEK AT INVERNESS HIGH SCHOOL 

 

Following excellent results and rising attainment in maths and numeracy at the school, S1 and S2 pupils 
embraced the many facets of Maths Week in the middle of September. 
 
Promoted by the Scottish Government, Maths Week is designed to make sure pupils have an appreciation and 
enthusiasm for the subject as they take part in a wide range of activities including maths puzzles and 
challenges. 
 
Every day there was a Daily Maths Fact and a Daily Challenge for 
pupils (and staff) to ponder - and some staff even managed to 

solve. There were various other events 
happening throughout the week.   
On Tuesday and Wednesday the S1s and 

S2s were gallivanting 
around the school 
corridors solving as many subject related Maths problems as they 
could (examples to the left). 

Mr Murphy’s Robot Club was a popular lunchtime activity too.  This group built different Lego Mindstorm 
robots during the week and are now programming them to dance and jump through hoops. It’s planned for the 
Robot Club group to now enter regional and national competitions. 

There was also a Maths-based photo competition running throughout the week.  The four prizewinners, each 
receiving a £10 voucher were:  Ben Taylor, Monica MacDonald, Majka Wilczek and Aisha Siddiqi. 

              

Throughout the week of fun and games there was even a History class solving Caesar Ciphers and many classes 
participating in a national online Sumdog Competition. This is the first time the department has participated in 
Maths Week but you can count on us taking part again. 

  

MATHS FACT:  There is a special number in maths 
called Pi  
Pi is a number that is infinite (the digits continue 
forever). 
Currently a super computer can calculate Pi to 2 
quadrillion decimal places (Quadrillion = 
1000000000000000).  In Maths we sometimes round 
pi to 3.14 (2dpP.  The current Guinness World Record 
is held by Lu Chao of China, who, in 2005, recited 
67,890 digits of pi. 
 

Highland Heroes 2018 
We are thrilled to have two of our teachers nominated for the Highland Heroes Awards 2018. History 
teachers Allison Colclough and Mandy Kemlo have been jointly nominated for their support to pupils during 
exam time. The nomination form (from pupils) said: “Every lesson we learn something new and they make it 
fun – through slideshows, short clips and stories of their holidays to the places we are learning about. They 
are an amazing credit to Inverness High School.” 

When interviewed about the nomination, Mrs Kemlo said: “We’ve taught history together for a long time so 
it’s lovely to share this recognition together. All the staff at the school make a difference to the pupils they 
teach and to be singled out amongst an exceptional staff is very flattering.” 

The winners of the awards (for which pupil Craig Mundie has also been nominated – see previous page) will 
be announced in a ceremony at the Kingsmills Hotel on Thursday, November 8th. It would be fantastic if all 
pupils, parents and friends could lend their support by voting online at 
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/HeroesVote2018.  

 

http://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/HeroesVote2018


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the 6th of September, both our Higher Graphic Communication and Engineering Skills classes were 
given the opportunity to visit the new Justice Centre currently under construction in the heart of 
Inverness. Accompanied by Mr Dickie and Miss Kelly, pupils were welcomed on arrival by Davie Campbell, 
site manager and Nicky Young, Robertson’s Building Information Modelling coordinator.  

The tour of the site began with an aspirational presentation about how the company was started by Bill 
Robertson in Elgin in 1996 and grew to the national success it is today. Pupils were provided with 
information on a number of possible careers throughout the business. The group then looked at the digital 
plans for the Justice Centre using a virtual reality headset, highlighting the role of technology within the 
construction industry. To finish, they were suited up in all of the necessary safety equipment to go onto 
the lively construction site where they observed work being undertaken by employees and were 
introduced to the surprisingly complex nature of the science behind concrete production.      

  
This is to be the first of a number of visits, in conjunction with Robertson’s Group, aimed at informing the 
pupils of the many career opportunities available in the construction industry. The pupils commented on 
how much they enjoyed the experience and said it has allowed them to further develop their 
understanding of how effective team work is a major aspect of all employees being able to achieve a 
shared goal. With the enthusiasm shown by the pupils during this site visit, it is very possible that many 
could become Scotland’s next Bill Robertson over the coming years.

 

Pupils from S2 and S3 have been working 
towards their Fire Ability award at 
Inverness Fire Station. They have learned 
how to run hoses and build a dam and 
carry out other aspects of fire-fighting. 
They have also had sessions on road traffic 
collisions, anti-social behaviour and CPR. It 
has been an amazing opportunity for our 
pupils, organised by Lynsey MacDonald, 
and they have thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience. 

Proud parents, teachers, councillors and 
other members of the community were 
also invited to see what the pupils had 
been up to and to share in their success at 
the passing-out parade. 

 

FIRE ABILITY 
 

 



 

    
Edge Pupils Kim Pascua and Lauren Raynes have been helping the Moy Community with Mrs Hendry. With 
Money from the Moy Wind farm, the pupils chose plants and planted the decorative planters that have 
been placed in eight locations around the Moy. They chose Winter Flowering Heathers, Dwarf 
Rhododendrons, New Zealand Flax and a whole range of spring flowering bulbs to help brighten up the 
community. The Edge group has also been harvesting all sorts of produce on the High School Farm including 
potatoes, tomatoes, chillies, plums and apples and elderberries. They have produced large amounts of plum 
jam, elderberry syrup and set up a freshly pressed apple juice bar at the school reception.  Any profits from 
the sale of produce will go towards their Social Enterprise academy business. Jam and elderberry syrup will 
soon be on sale in the staff room with an honesty box. 

 

 
 

The Mahler Players were in school on Friday 21st September.  They played classical music to all S1 and 
certificate music students, including a selection of pieces from the BBC’s ten pieces collection for 
education.  The musicians also explained types of instruments and some of the background stories behind 
some of the pieces.  The pupils seemed to thoroughly enjoy the performance and many were inspired by 
the instruments they saw and heard.  
 


