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Important Reminders:  

There have been a 

number of occasions 

recently where we have 

tried to contact parents 

and found information we 

have to be out-of-date. 

Please ensure the office is 

fully aware of address 

changes, telephone 

number changes and 

changes to emergency 

contacts. Information 

updates forms have been 

handed out to pupils and 

should be returned to the 

office immediately. We 

also rely on parents to 

inform us about any 

allergies and medical 

conditions pupils have. 

Please inform the school if 

we don’t already know of 

any condition. 

__________ 

Dates for your diary: 

Monday, 17th December: 
Junior Christmas Dance 

Wednesday, 19th 
December: Christmas 
lunch and pupil sing-a-
long 

Wednesday 19th 
December: Christmas 
Concert 7pm 

Thursday, 20th December: 
Senior Christmas Dance 

Friday, 21st December: 
School closes for 
Christmas 

Monday, 7th January: 
School re-opens 

HEADTEACHER’S PIECE 
Dear Parent/Carer 

By now a number of you will have seen the 
first results of the ongoing refurbishment 
and I would hope most of you will have had 
positive reports from our pupils. It has 
been really good, at last, to occupy the new 
classrooms and for pupils and staff to see 
the difference that will be made to the 
whole school over the next few years. 
Together, with the hand-out of 
chromebooks, we hope these exciting 
developments will help us with our 
continuing plans for improvement.  

This newsletter also highlights many of the 
activities that are taking place for our 
pupils in the school – from maths, history 
and English events to sporting games and 
visits. I would encourage any pupil not 
involved in any of these extra-curricular 
events to get onboard and try something 
new. 

While the school environment and new 
technology can give us a boost in engaging 
pupils there is no doubt that, without hard 
work, they will not reach their potential. I 
say this as we look towards the start of the 
prelim exams for National qualifications 
over the next few weeks. It is vitally 
important that pupils put in the effort at 
what, for many, will be their first 
experience of sitting in the hall with exam 
questions to answer. The key here will be 
good preparation – plenty of work at home 
– and taking on the messages their 
teachers will have given them over the last 
few months. If any parents or carers need 
advice on how to prepare their children 
then it is always available from the school. 

After the prelims are over we will be 
heading towards Christmas with dances 
planned for both, juniors and seniors, the 
Christmas concert and the fantastic and 
unique experience that is our Christmas 
lunch and sing-along. With these in mind I 
would like to wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

John Rutter – Headteacher  
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Bike Stuff 
We have recently started working 
with Sustrans, the national cycle 
charity. They are very keen to 
help more pupils cycle both for 
pleasure and to get to school. 

Dr Bike has already been to visit 
and to make sure pupils’ bikes are 
in a suitable condition for riding 
and, in a couple of weeks, we 
should have a brand new donated 
cycle shelter at the Montague 
Row end of the school. 

Safety is still an issue, however, as 
shown by the following quote 
from one of our members of staff: 
I’ve noticed in the last week or so 
that some pupils are cycling 
without lights and with a total 
disregard for drivers, cutting out 
in front of cars and cycling 
erratically, causing drivers to 
brake sharply.  One day they are 
not going to be so lucky. 

Please reinforce safety messages 
to your children and young people 
so we can avoid any accidents. 
 

http://www.invernesshs.wordpress.com/
mailto:inverness.high@highland.gov.uk


NEWS FROM THE MATHS DEPARTMENT AT INVERNESS HIGH SCHOOL 

 

The maths department at IHS has been very busy recently with competitions, information evenings for 
parents and trips to see famous mathematicians.  

Wonder Beyond Numbers !!! 
Pupils from S3 and S4 were recently treated to a mathematics lecture by the one and only Johnny Ball 
(many parents will probably remember him from television programmes such as “Think of a Number” 
while younger staff and pupils know him as “Zoe Ball’s Dad.” 
Johnny regaled the pupils in his own inimitable style with a whirlwind tour of the history of mathematics 
and numbers. He demonstrated the truly amazing nature of mathematics and how it rightly claims the 
throne as the mother of all sciences. 
As much as the pupils appreciated Mr Ball it was clear the teachers were enjoying a trip back to childhood 
and thinking of a number!!! 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guest Speakers 
 

The Maths Department has been inviting guest 
speakers from different areas of employment to talk 
to our S3 pupils about where maths fits into their 
jobs.  

Earlier in the session we had a very interesting talk 
from a nurse who explained all about how maths is 
used in hospitals and surgeries then, in November, 
Alan MacDonald our Community Police Officer came 
in to meet the pupils.  

PC Alan spoke about being at road traffic accidents 
and having to measure the skid distances of tyres 
and use speed/distance/time calculations. He also 
explained how statistics and pie charts are used to 
display crime figures, and how breath tests and 
blood alcohol measurements determine whether a 
driver was drink driving.   

He also spoke about the fact that you have to sit a 
maths test and pass it before you are allowed into 
Police training.  It was a great talk and the pupils 
really appreciated Alan coming in to talk to them.  
We have more talks planned in the future.   

 

Congratulations to Tom Spencer & Aidan 
Wainwright (S4) and Lisa Daley & Gosia 
Podpora (S3) who represented the High School at 
the Highland Enterprising Maths event at Millburn 
Academy recently.  The pupils were commended 
on their ability to work quickly and calmly through 
a series of puzzling mathematical and problem 
solving rounds, competing against 13 other schools 
from across the Highlands. 

Alas, this year did not see a High School victory, 
but we gave the winners a hard contest!! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Armistice Commemoration 

11th November 2018 marked 100 years since the end 
of World War One. To commemorate this event 2K2 
were offered a great opportunity by the Highland 
Archive Centre to create some work telling the story 
of local man Allan George Cameron who was killed 
during the conflict. The class worked brilliantly and 
produced some outstanding work.   

The Archive Centre took the work and presented it 
at the Cathedral during the WW1 Centenary 
Commemoration, with one of the essays being read 
out during the service. A massive well done to all of 
2K2 for their hard work. 

 

 

Magequill  

Pupils in S1 – S3 have begun working with a 
company called Magequill. It presents pupils with 
the opportunity to receive one-to-one feedback 
whilst producing creative writing. It is a fantastic 
opportunity for pupils to develop their writing, 
receive personalised feedback from published 
writers and hopefully go forward to have their work 
published! Pupils who didn’t attend the first session 
are welcome to join at any time. They just need to 
speak to either Mr Smith or Miss Rodd. We look 
forward to seeing pupils take this opportunity and to 
see the finished products!  
 

 
 

 

Basketball and news from PE  

Basketball continues to grow in strength at the school. On the left above are the senior boys who beat 
Charleston 67-37 in the opening game of the Senior League while, on the right, are the S1 girls who fought 
well but lost 30-20 to Charleston in the opening league game of the S1 league. The S1 Boys also played well 
but lost 28-12 in the opening game of their S1 League. 

On a completely different note, PE Teacher Bruce Morrison has been selected to take part in Strictly 
Inverness next May, in aid of the Highland Hospice and the Ice Centre. There will be various fundraising 
events between now and May and any support for his performance would be greatly appreciated. 

 



 
 

 
 

  And playing the game ….. 
For the first time in years we also have a solid 
number of boys and girls playing rugby as well as 
watching it – thanks to the help of Craig Dunain 
Rugby Club and PE teacher Andrew Kellock. 

Training takes place on Wednesdays and Fridays 
and the skills are developing really well. Recently 
the High School boys played against Culloden and, 
after a highly controversial end to the game, 
narrowly lost 3 tries to 2 against opposition with 
much more experience of playing together. 

Both girls and boys teams have more fixtures soon. 

 

November saw the High School minibus make three 
trips down the road to Edinburgh. Each journey 
carried around twelve pupils, and four 
longsuffering teachers, to Murrayfield for 
Scotland’s autumn international games vs Fiji, 
South Africa and Argentina. 
Pupils signed up on a first-come first-served basis 
and took advantage of the fantastic deal on offer. 
They were not disappointed either (except perhaps 
with the Argentina game, which had about as much 
excitement as watching a tap leak).  
All matches saw good periods of play from Scotland 
including some scintillating tries.  
In and around the stadium the atmosphere was 
good, food was tasty, prices exorbitant, and the 
pupils behaved impeccably, representing the school 
well. 
Happy to report; each visit saw the same number of 
pupils return as went out, nearly managing to lose 
a pupil only once.  The stand-out game was South 
Africa, despite Scotland narrowly losing, the show 
was spectacular and the stadium buzzing.  
Sad to say, this year, the IHS-generated Mexican 
wave only made its way round ⅛ of the stadium, so 
Mr Matty Morris is offering extra classes to 
improve results for next visit. Our journeys up and 
down the road passed uneventfully, an educational 
sightseeing tour of the residential areas of Perth 
being the exception. We took in the delights of 
Broxden services to break up the journeys and 
meet the drivers’ caffeine and BigMac™ 
requirements. The poor bus stereo had quite a 
battering, with the dubious music selections forced 
on it by the pupils, and on the last trip it couldn't 
take any more, and gave up.  
 



 
 

CARE AND LEARNING SERVICE 
 

GUIDELINES FOR PARENTS 
 

TRAVELLING TO SCHOOL DURING ADVERSE WEATHER 
 

It is the responsibility of parents or carers to decide if a pupil should attempt to travel to 
school, by transport or on foot, in adverse weather conditions. The Council encourages full 
attendance at school but in severe weather conditions the safety of pupils is much more 
important. Parents and pupils are often concerned that important examinations may be 
missed, but this should not over-ride good judgement. Schools normally make alternative 
arrangements for missed examinations.  

 
The school updates its procedures for adverse weather closure annually, therefore  

 

 parents should advise schools of an alternative address, as close as possible to the 

school, which may be used by their children in emergencies  

 the school will advise parents of normal local arrangements for school transport and 

any special arrangements in the event of adverse weather  

 the school will establish a system of communication with parents and local transport 

operators and ensure that parents are fully informed of any revised arrangements. A 

telephone service is offered to provide parents with up-to-date information. Parents 

may call 0800 564 2272 to access your schools’ information. Please note, you will 

need the unique pin number for your school which is available from your school or 

Highland Council website. http://www.highland.gov.uk/downloads/file/4653/telephone 

pins for checking if a school is closed  

 
 

 
The Highland Council Website, Facebook and Twitter  

 

 The Council’s website http://www.highland.gov.uk/schoolclosures will be updated with 

information for individual schools  

 The Council’s Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/highlandcouncil will show 

updated posts on the latest news of school closures and weather related problems  

 The Council’s Twitter page at https://twitter.com/HighlandCouncil will list Tweets of the 

latest news of school closures and weather related problems  

 
When weather conditions are poor  
 
Local radio stations issue news and weather bulletins on traffic conditions and school 
closures. Transmissions may not cover all households and may be subject to re-scheduling 
but should be helpful. Parents are advised to remain “tuned in” to ongoing road weather, or 
school information updates.  
 
Broadcast times  
BBC Radio Highland 6.30am 7.30am 8.30am 
 12.30pm  4.30pm 5.30pm   
 

 

 

Inverness High School Pin 

41090 

http://www.highland.gov.uk/downloads/file/4653/telephone
http://www.highland.gov.uk/schoolclosures


In extreme conditions, Radio Highland will interrupt Radio Scotland transmissions (usually 
on the hour), to carry emergency bulletins.  
 
Nevis Radio will carry bulletins at roughly ten minute intervals between 7.00 am and 8.00 am 
  
Lochbroom FM will carry bulletins at quarter-hour intervals between 7.15 am and 8.45 am 
 
Moray Firth Radio www.mfr.co.uk 
  
Local news on the hour 6am – 6pm carries local information on weather, roads and 
conditions affecting schools. In severe conditions normal programmes will be interrupted 
more frequently to carry emergency bulletins.  
 
Two Lochs Radio will broadcast a local news bulletins from 7.30am. In severe conditions 
normal programmes will be interrupted more frequently to carry emergency bulletins.  
Please do not telephone local Radio for advice but listen to appropriate broadcasts.  
 
For pupils using school transport  

 Parents should note that the final decision on whether it is safe to operate rests with the 

driver of the school transport vehicle. Therefore there may be occasions on which a 

school is open but some routes, or parts of routes, are unable to operate  

 Parents should advise their children on how long they should wait at the pick up point 

for their transport. This will depend on the prevailing weather conditions and the 

availability of shelter at the pick-up point. During adverse weather conditions no pupil is 

expected to wait longer than twenty minutes past the normal “pick-up” time  

 Morning journeys may be delayed by an hour if road conditions are unsafe at the 

normal journey time but have improved within the hour. Before pupils return to a pick up 

point parents should check the schools telephone information line for updated 

messages from their schools Head teacher. Please note that for some routes the 

transport operator may contact the parent directly  

 Drivers are advised not to drop off children where there is a risk that they may not 

safely reach home or other place of shelter. This may involve children being taken to an 

alternative place of safety, agreed in consultation with the school  

 Where parents are concerned about weather conditions at “drop-off” points, they should 

contact the school as early as possible  

 
Please note: when weather conditions are poor, parents should ensure that children 
are met at the “drop-off” point, especially where public service transport is used. 

http://www.mfr.co.uk/

